they g-- = Wer gry vis Realie of Scot | 
Jing in the generull afemblic at F ro. 
| " . 25. day of December. 1565. ll this” * 
> þ ach profeſſe the Lord leſus within the” 
ſome Realmne,or el-where, wiſh: TArE : 
and mercie from God the Father, '*'*/? 
and from his onely Sonne our 49424 


Lord leſus Chr:i}, wah ** 91268 
Ok. c] Shy 


D He preſent conblesbes 
zinglo *C 
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Re Rp me 
4 | May yet conuctt to our God, that we p 
- | hinanocroraketromvsthe light.of me 
 pell; which he'of his mercy bath cules þ 
 Elcartly of. late dayes to ſhife within th 
ef 4a gar tharſuch publike San 
= _ aycs Falting to beau 
Cat Eten and publike Eaſtip g crauet 
- _ cxrtaivetime,andcentainecxctcilgg of gogly 
oefſerfien to. be vicd with grearer ſtraigh 


nefleahenatpther times, 


- Thewholc Afemblic aker deliderarich 
bath appoyntcd the ſecond Sunday of May of 
| next folloſking the dargoFthe a 
*Aﬀeniblic,to tha moſtneceſſar excl 
- tmenowfltandcth)ofpublike Tg. 4 
-Jurth radrequire the ſarnc to be liguthed! 


liniſters to their py 
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oY: NR \y/chauchough ; 
F dicat ſomeyyhat to ſpeake 


Wothe other, Andynto ſts : 
"| 5 the ax apa of going ba 
8 = ar yew To "oy 
weckthereſt,t teheir (uperſtitibus " 
= PRs Lars giSocuen wen 

0 coutinyrihe fame ar oY 
n=; 
f # A bur wy oy —_Y X21 
| pcopic, aada meer cog OR «x 
+ hich moſt cuidendywill peatoil inthe” 
en iptures we ſearch what is-thej 
y ischatkisouleadhorreth»Obfaſing? 5 
Wcripcures we find two forts: the ongptiu 
one other publike, The priuate isthat whij 
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pleaſure againſt himſelf, for'V 
0 whereotle faſted, mourned, ar 
d;vntill ſuch timeas he ſaw Gods wi 
ed byehe taking away ofthecliild, PH 
> falted Anne wite to Elana, enco if 
ne Protea chert the time 
her barennefle: For ſhe webe bes nothing 
but inthe-birternes of her hart, ſhe praye| 
vmotheLord,neither ceaſed ſhe! from ſorowþ 
and cournitg,votil ſuch time as Ele the bio 
Prieſt concurred with: her in- prayers , bY 
whoſe mouth after that he had heard her pit 
tifull complaint, ſhe receiued comfort, © * 
Ofthisfaſting ſpeaketh our Maiſter Teſd 
Chriſt in theſe wordes : When yee faſt, be 
ſadde as the Hypocrites, for they disfigureth 
faces, that they may ſeeme onto men to fel 
but thou when thou faſteſt, arnoynt thine bis 
and waſh thy face, that thow ſeeme not vito 't 
_ 7 Sow thy Father which feeth? tn ſeo 
and willrewarde thee openty . Of the te | | 
doubt; ſpeaketh the Avolile, wheo'thar 
£5  Gayths Defr aude not one another, except # 
6 © mn rhiny time, that yoe "muy gine. 3 
, Faſt, od Prog" Tu wy pry 


feos god —_ , 

| preferived no certaine rule; certans 

Cerraine ceremonies, but as the ca -auk 

Eaſiohs why that exerciſe"is vitd © 

© (yea,ſodjuers, that ſeldome iris, rh 

once are mooued withone cauſe) repo 

oo, timc,together wirhall other circuraſtaunc 

ot £cquited to ſuch Faſting pert tees 4 

$ themchar yſc it. Tothis Faſting wehaugbeen _.. 
- faythfully & carneſtly cxhorredbyour prea» | 
chers,as oft as the Scriptures which'eheyens 2 
. treared, offered ynto them occafion;And we 
doubc not, but the godly within this Realmcy 
| have vicd the fame as neceſsitie: crayed, albeit 
' With the Papiſtes we blewno Triamipideeo 
[ H thereto cerraine dayes, '*' -/ | 

. other kind of Faſting is publikegls - 

_called,becauſerbar iris _ "0 
Gmetrimes ofa Realime, Fon times fan S 
ticudesſomerimes of acirie, 8 ſomncriines of A 
meaner companie : yea, rm nm, 500 
| Jarperſons,6 yet publ ily vied-dbartor | 
"20 Ge” hae ths 2. | _- 
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5 for ſometimes thefrareof Y 
(4h s theangry face.of Godpue 
bh etides is threatmog to deſiroy, 
* Jomet: iniquitie found out, that was not | 


=p 


© re 


i5 eighth Wie confdered, 8& fomtimes tac carr 
bs _ "peſtzeate thatjome bearefor pre{ervation of 
id "Gods people for aduaunciug ofhis glory,and | 
|| performing of his woike, according $0: his | 
e, moye.men to publike {afling, Coy ÞF 
efgion of their ſinnes, and ſolewne Prayers, * 
for tefence agianſt their encmics, .cecoucting 
of Gods fauqur,rcmouing of his plagues,pre- 
{eruation of his people, aid ſetting forward 
ofthatworke, which he hath of his: mercy | 
protuiſed to finiſh as inthe probations fellor | 


"Wie gaidenely;fball appeare.-: - 
h# Meſſengers came ro nſaphat oying, 
Thete cometha great muticude againſtthee 
ftqmbeyondthe-Sea,out of 4rem, "thats S= + 
Of Toſaphat tearcd, and fer him ſclfe 4 
ekerbe Lord;& proclaymeda4faſt through» * 
ourallivde,and tude gatheredthem {clues tos | 
+ Hihtre0azke couolcltofthe Logditbey.came - 
-. £ucaautofall the cities of I#dz,ro-enquite of - 


* 6pm D/yhes food inthe Conge 
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the Lord, before the new court. A 


' peither kriow we what to doe: but wvnto 1 
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ſtood before the Lord withcheir you = 7 
theiryviucs and their children, po v4 
ſayd. 0 Lord God of onr father 
Godin Heauen aud raigneſt Fo: iy} © C: 
domes of the Heathen? And in thy hand i i 
and might, andnone is able to NY 5 
Haſi not thowowy Fork caft ous the inhabitantes 
of thus land before thy people Iracl, and Tp 
wen jt 10 the ſeede. of Cog thy fi 4 
exer? efrc. But now the Ammotites, aud ;5"eah 
bitcs,aud the Mount Scir, are come #0 caſt: wt 


out of thy pofiefion: 0:Lord our God, ſhalt they 
n0t indge them? 


In 5 there i no firength 10 | fande ac68h 
thu great multitude that  commeth Tout Vs 


oe ane 
ent Prayers beim 6c: Of this Hiltazie we | 
hauc the firſt cauſe of publike-aſting, anda we 
ſoletnnitic thereof ſufficientlyproued. Farthg« 
feare ofencmics. compclled:7oſeþbet toleck 
te:Lord, he knowing him oy HEE 
withthecare ofthe people,cxhortedrhe 
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{ Fephyted vaco Teruſclem,where,yponan ap- | 
| - Pointode aygthe king & the people, yea,wiues 
# *- ahdchildren preſented chern ſelues before the 
#- Lord;jin bis holy cemple, opened their neceſ- | 
! - Mitiecraucdhis helpc againſt chat caging mul- 
{-* -titudethiatalwaycs was cnemic to Gods peo- 
+ le; and gave open confeſsion of their owne = 
} - weakencflcJeaning oncly to the Promiſe and 
© proceftion of the omnipotent, VV hich exam» 
| - plc, we, atideuery people likewiſe affaulted, 
+ - may andouphtto follow in cucry poynt, 
+. » "This only excepted, that we are not bod 
tomecereatany one appoynted place as they 
F Gdidatlcrufalem. Fortono onccertaine and 
| - ſcucrall place is that promiſe made,chat then 
| - was madcto the Temple of lerulalempmwhich 
F- was,that whartſoeucr men intheir extremirie 
fhouldaske of Godin ir, God ſhould graunt 
- fefromhisboly babication inthe beaucn, Je» - 
|. fusthe Mcfsiasthen looked for, whoſe pre- 
.. ſencewasfonghtin the Mercy-ſeate, and be- 
”-  ewixtthe Cherubins, is now cntred within - © 
©. the Vailesthatis,in the Heaueng8 there abi» | 
+; derhonly Mediatour for ys yarowhom fro |} 
|, gllthecoates of hecaith,womayliivpour 
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handes, Hite © our provers 
complaintes, and beaffuredtþ frm. 
receaued, it whatſoeuer place we meats, A 
yetinrime of ſuch publikee exerciſes, 
wiſh thatall men an4 women” ſtioul 
toſuch places as their ronſliincevrayhl 
inſtructed, their faich moſt edtrfied;s 
moſt lincly ſtirred vp in'thern, ; and ag 
Gods words may be moſt aſſured, thartheit 
inſt peririons ſhall not be repelled , VV hich 
thinges can not be done ſoliuely infccretand; 
priuate meditation, as they are'in publike? 
 ſembly,where Chriſt Teſus js truly p readied: 
andthis much ſhortlyfor the firſtcaoſe $650 
Of the ſccond,to wiegbin the angry face of 
God puniſhing, oughrro drive vseopublike: 
fiſting, and humiliation of our ſoules before 
our God, we haue twonotableex 
one written in Joſwe, who hearingand v vnders 
ſtanding, that 1/rael had backe'bes 
fore the Cananites,andthe Elders of ifudeltent 
their clothes, fell ypon their faces before+tt 
Arke of the Lord vntill the night, 8 Bec: -aſt'd 
vp5 their heads, in figne of their humijlig 
OT IREOIN clieding 
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|| | Oeath, free eſin: of . 
| | their: - mates andthe ſecond day gightcene 
J || thouſand . Acthe firſt loſſe they were lightly 
f ' touched, andasked counfell if Yoy ſhould res . 
| new the battel] 6 atthe ſecondouerthrow, 
\Iu whole people le repaired vnto the houſcof 
#5 yet e,wept bcfore the Lord, 8 
{re tharday yatill che nighr,for then began - 
to conſider Gods angry tace againſt thE 
Jnibis laſt Hiſtoric there appeareth iuft 


as why.the prope ſhould hauc ruane to- 


i } theonely refuge af God: becauſe that their 
| firſt Armic of fortic thouſand men was YUCTe 
| ly deſtroyed. 
þf - But what uſt occaſion had Toſi ſo Jamen- 
| eablycocompling plainezyea ſo boldlyas it were to 
po od, that he had deceiued him inthat; 
t his promiſe, he had ſuffrcd 1 acl 
allbeforechir enemics? VV asthelofie " 
$0, mct pin doy ts edge of 
ta matcer,that heſhoulddi- 


coſe God Po i ha brought 
dan, 8 that he ſhould fare-th; 
y of the Lord ſhould bee 
& conſumed in the rage oftheir er wie 
if fel had onely looked to further &þ 
the lofſe of the fortierhouſand wen, they | 
beca bur feeble fouldiers, for they had fulfichs 
cntſirength remayning behind, Forwy what 
were my thouſand, in reſpet mn thereibeh/ 
of 1/r4e1? Nay,na gdeare bret Rona n 
*_ thing chen hepnfiil reſent loffe,thartcrrifhs 
ed & Sarah: coudrands eas m 
ſo efteminately(fo would fichh jud xy comes 
lainc,wcepe,and howle before Gotro 

they foor his avgry face againſt = 
law ararems _ their enemics;&to fiphe” 
againſt them whom both he had commanng- 
ted refight, and hadpromiſedtocntuewirk | 
viQoric. For cucry commaundement ofGhd * 
todoany thing againſthis enemies, hath in-" 
cluded within it aſecretpromife of 

afs:ſtance;which hero tou nu 


ning of their ana 
didconfider che fiex 
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y.foundto tals againſt che, 

hecauſe oftheir greeuous com- 
pcs crying betore their God, 

Nhat was the caule that God dealt ſo ſtrange. , 

il ih» with the one and with the other, We may 

[| perchaunce ſomewhat ſpeake, when that we 

' hat inerecatcofthe fruits of faſting, & ofthoſe 

; iq thingsthat may hold backe trom vs the a(si- 

if Nanceof God,cuen whe we prepare vs to put 

+ his Commandement in execution. The third 

& eauſc of publike Faſting,is Gads threatnings 

# pronounced, either againſt a multitude,or a- 

| gainſt a perlonin particulcr, Otthe former, 

# the cxamplc is Nzninic, yntothe which 1onas 

# eryed,7et ſourtic dayes,and Nininie ſhal be de- 

| « which yoplcaſanttydings comming 

E tothecarcs ofthe king, he proclaimed a Faſt, | 
hebumbled his-owne foule,yca,cucn in Gack- 

cloth; & ſitting inthe duſt,he ſtraightly com- 

maunded rcformationof maners jnal eſtatesg - 

\yea,aud that fignes of repentance,otterrours, 

| -andfeace ſhouldappeare,not ovely in men & 

women, butalſo:in-the brute beaites ; from 


emo kind ofnoutiſhaxenicomayn- 
withdrawcn,to wwandl;chat they - 
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ple is moſt notable (moſt nowble =o 1 
cauſethar it fell ina wicked wan, to wit, in & - 
chab who by inſtigatis ofhis wicked wile Je - 
zebel,gauc himſeltc co doal iniquity. And yer 
whenthathe heard the fearcful threatninggof 
ng. pronovticed b freak 5 aargy: in -. 
his ywifc,& e tEt his roya 
C— ackcloth, ſlept therin,fa 
and went bare footed. V hat cnſuedthe one 
& che other of cheſe,yee ſhall heare hereaher.-- | 
The fourth cauſe of publique Faſting and. 
mourning{for they rwo muſt cuer be rs 
js i inigy ity deſcried, that was not befare zig| 
lycolidercd. Theteſtimony wherof wel 
in E2ra,after the reduftion "” the 
Thatthe Tcmplc and the worke ofthe: 
houſe was ftayed.It was ſhewed voto Eſar, 
thit.the people of ha "_ pens _ | 


Leuitcs were not { 
ofthe Mr Net EE 


A EPOIS-- AA 
| Yienſclucsand vntotheir ſonnes the davgfi- | 
- xettofthe Cananres, the Phereſites, Hethites, | 
Paſites, Ammprjtes,Mo«bites, 8 feyptions, 
\ fotharthe holy ſeed was mix: withprophane 
© Tdotaters: which thing being vnderſtood; a 
* Thoredecpely conſidered then it was befotes | 
for then Exr4 ſaw inſtcauſe why theworke 
.Of che Lord profpercd nortritheir hands, © = 

* **Thiscorifidered, we fay Ezretaking ypor 
© "Hirhchefinne & offence of the whole-people, - 
' Fearhis clothes, andpulled foortwthe heares + 
*ofhis head and beard, fateasa manidefolate of | 
allcomforr,tiil the'cucning ſactifice,and then ,, 
Tifing,he bowedhis knees, & ſtretched footth * 
'his bandes before the Lord,a'1d inideamoſt 
fimple and hamble confcſsion of all the enot- / 

"ities that were committed by the people,as | 
well bcforcthe captivitic as after rheie retity= | 
"ning, 8 ccaſed not his lamentable complaint, -/ 


emendly, and 
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FT: Meardochens, Danicl,and inthe faithtull aſlcm- 
f bledat 4ntjocb., For whenthat Mardechens 
heard of that cruell ſentence, which by the 
procurement of Haman, was pronounced a- 
gainſt his nation: To wit,that ypon a certaine 
appointed day the Jewes in all the Prouinees 
ofthe King Artaxerxes ſhould be deltroyed, 
old and young, men & women,and that their 
ſubLance ſhould be deſtributed inpray. This 
bloody ſentence we ſay being: heard, Marde- 


chews rent his clothes, put oo ſackcloth and a» 


ſhes, paſſed foorth through the midſt of the 
Citie,& cried with a great and bitter cry:and 
comming tothe kings gate,gaue knowledge 
ro Efther what, crucky was decreed: againſt 
the nation of the /ewes, willing her to make 

Y -interceſ$i5 tothe king for the contrary : who 
F after certaine excuſcs fayd : Gee and gatheral 
YN the Tewes that are in Sulan,and faft for mes rate 
NY 29 ,ner drinke not, three dayes and three nights, 


Y reſeruation of Gods people;for adunmcing- © 
's * hisgloric, and perfourming of his worke - 
- according to his promiſc,we have cxampls ina | 
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| o#9h that I fhon!d periſh. In this we may: 
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Bi A tavarisn 
> " Yeerely ſce that the zcale that\Mardochens had ; 
|  topreleructhepcople of God, mooued not. 
+ only hjmſclteto publikefaſting,but alſo Efter 
the Queene,her maides,and the whole /ewe# 
«that heard of the nurtber intended, 8 moued' 
Efter alto to hazardher life in going vtothe 
King without his commaundement. © + . 
Otthe other;to wit, that the carneſt deſire 
that Gods ſeruantes haue that God wil per- 
forme his promile, and waintaine the work 
tharhehath beguone ; Example we have-in 
Daxiel, and inthe 4&es ofthe Apoſtles, For 
Daniel vnderſtanding the number of the 
yeeres foreſpoken by the Propher 1eremiey 
that Zeruſalem ſhould lie walt, to hanc beeg 1 
ended inthe firſt yeere of the rargne of Darin 
rurnedhimſelte voto God, faſted, humbled q 
bimſelfe in fackcloth and aſhes, and with vn» 
fayned confeſsion of his ownfinnes, ve ofthe 
finnes of the people, he vehe mnently prayed . 
that accordmg to the promiſes, flometime} 
wade by Moſes;after rehearſed by the prophelf 
Eſay 8 leremy,he would fodainely ſend then 
deliverance, and that he would not _ 
for bis owne namcs lake, 
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OF FASTINGs Eh, . 39 
v hen the Gentiles began to be illuminatedy”* 

andrhat Antioch had fo boldly raccined ws 4 

'Goſpelof Icfus Chriſt, thatthe Dilciples ini © * 
»fiſt ofal tooke ypon the thenameof Chriſtt-, | 

ans, The principall men of the ſame Charchi, * 

truſtingno doubt that the kingdortie of Ieſus 

Chriſt ſbould further be enlarged, & thatthe \; 
«fd tnultitude ofthe Gentiles fhrould be inſtrufted 
#4 in the right way oi ſaluation faſted & prayed: 
cl and wiulethat they wereſo cxerciled,charge 
inf . Was giuen,that Paul & Barnabas ſhould be ſes | 
"r peratc d from the teſt, to the work wherunto 
jel God had called them. &c. Of theſe former hic 
eh ſtories & Scriptures,we way cleerely ſee for 
en} What cauſes publikc faſting,8e general ſnppli- 

j cations haue bin made inthe elturch of God, 
& ought to be made when fo eget thelike ne- 
celittes appeare,or occalions aredftied. Now 
let vs ſhortly heare what comfort8& trute en- 
dg. ſucdrhe ſame. For the encmy,yea,the murde- 

a tcr of all godly exerciſe is de{peratio: for with. 
ie} what courage eanavy man with continuance 
iſ call ypon God, if he ſhall deſperately doubt 
ig Whether God ſhall accept his prayer or not? Mey. 
| Howe ſhall he _—_ bim {clic belore/j OUS £644 
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| - "throne? Or to what end ſhall he confeſle his 
+ - offences, if he be not perſwaded that there is 
amnercy and good will in God to pardon his} 
finnes,to accept him in fauour, and to graun 
vnto'him more then his owne hart, in th 
midſt ofhis dolour can require or imagine? 
Truc it is,that this venome of deſperation, 
is ncucrthroughly purged from our harts,ſof. 
long as we caty this mortall carkaſle. Bur yet 
the conſlant prowiles of our God,8& the may 
nifold documets of his mercy & helpe,ſheweg}. 
ynto men in their greateſt extremitic, oughtſ 
' toanimate ys to follow their example,and tof 
- hope for the ſame ſuccefle that they haue gay 
ten aboue mans expeRation. Joſaphat aft 
- his humiliation and praycr, obtained the vi 
Roric,without the loſle of any of his ſouldi 
ours, for the Lord raiſed .1\mmon and Mod 
- againſt the inhabiatants of Mount Seir, wh 
beiog vrterly deftroyed,cuery one ofthe en} 
mics of Gods people, lift his ſword againſt 
other,til that of that godleſſc multitude the} 
was not one left aliue. Joſua and the Iſrael 
afccr their deicion,were comforred agait 
 Ninivie was preſcrucd, albeit that 7 
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cryed deſtruRion : Yea, #rhevnotwirhitans- 
is] ding all his yngodlyneſſ:, loſt northefrurea®” 7 
is] bis humiliation, but was recompenſed witly © 
5] d-lay of the vetermoſt of the plagues,duting ** 
{ his life time. The mourning of Zzr4 was tura- 
ned into ioy, whe that he ſawthe people wills - 
ling to obey God,&the work otthehouſe of 
wo the Lord to go forward. The bitter crying of 
of Mardocheus,and the painefull faſting of fer, 
1 wereabundantly rewarded, when notonly 
{ the people of God were preſerued,but Ham# 
Q. their mortaltenemy was tug vpothe ſame 
ff Gallous that he had prepared for Mardochene. 
- Daniel akter his faſting,confelsion, & prater, 
ef: got moſt notable reuclarions and aſſyraunce, 
al that his pcople ſhould be dcliuered: yea, that 
i inall extremities, they ſhould be preſcrucd, 
J till chat the Meſ6i45 promiſed ynto the ſhould. 
 come,and maniteſtly ſhew himſclfe; And the 
W. codly of Antioch-were not fruſtrate of their 
* comfort, when they had heard how mightely. * 
"God had wrought amongſt the Genciles by- | 
F the miniſterie of Barnabas and Pawle: ſorthat 
we may boldly conclude, that as God hath - -: 
| neuer deſpiſed the Pings of ſuch as with - 
ON: - -* 3. F niaye 
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their necelzities: ſo he will not ſend'vs away: 
empty and yoyde,if with true repentance we 
{eeke his face. Ifany would aske in what ex- 
tremitie we finde our ſclues now to bee that: 
heretofore we haue not ſcene, $; what are the 
occaſions that ſhouldmque ys naw johum- 
ble our ſclucs before our God by publike fa- 
ſing,more the we didin the beginning when 
this Goſpell was nowlaſt offred voto vs? for 
then by al appearance, we & it in our perſons 
ſtoad in greater danger then we do yet, We 
anſwere, thatthe cauſes are more then for 
pricfe ofhart we can expreſle, Firſt,becauſe 
that inthe beginnig we bad nat refuſed Gods 
graces, bur contrarywife with ſuch feruengy 
wergceiued them,that we could beare withno 
kind ofimpiety:but for the ſuppreſsing of the 
{ame,vye ncither had reſpet to friend, pollef- 
Tan,land,or life,bpt all we put in hazard,that 
_ Gods trueth might be aduance), & idolarry 

mighe be ſuppreſſed, And therefore did on 
God by the mouth of his meſlcngers,in alo i, 
es ems vs that our enemies ſhould 
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ynfaigned hartcs haue ſought his eorfortin 


o 
| 


4 


- 
- 


LIMI 


pr ; - | = 
2 fubducd ynder vs,that our God ſhold ve gies” 


rificd in ourexample & vpright dealing, Z 

now fince that carnall wiſedome hath perſway 17 
'E] ded ys ro beare with manifeſt idolatty;andrto 
1 (uff-rthis Realnge which God hath once puts 
TY &$cd,co be polluted againe with thatabhomina= 
© t10n : yea,alas, ſince that ſame of vs,that God 
1 made ſometimes inſtruments to ſuppres thag 
"1 imptcty, hauc bia thechiefe men to condy& 
"MI & conucy that Idol throughoutall the quarts 
Ti tcrs ofthis Realme5yea,to the houſes ofthensi 
: that ſomtimes dereſted the Maſe, as the Diuel 
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and his ſcruice.Since that time we ſay, we haue 
found the face of our God angry againſt vs, 


1 his threatnings haue bin ſhaxp in the mou 
ofhis Meſſengers, which albeic for the time 
 wedeſpiſcd and mocked, yet iuſt experience - 


| conuiftcth vs,that we were wicked, andthat 
{ they inthreatning vs;didnothing butthe dug 
| tic of Gods truc Meſſengers. 
And this is the ſecond cauſe that mouethyg 
to this publike humiliation, rather now them, - 
inthe beginning:to wit,that then wefollows 
ed God,and not carnal wiſedome,and theres+ 
_ lore qude hetery in number fearetull tomas | 


, 
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"WF, 200iesbeforctheworld, ro confoundthe | 
; wilc:and ſuch asbeforc never hag experience | 
+ WArmes, God made ſo boldand ſo prope | 
- xous inalltheir enterpriſes, that the cxperteſt 
Souldiers fcarcd the poare Plough-mernzyea, 1 
our God fought tor ys by Sza and by Land: 
he mouedthe hartes of Strangers to ſupporr 
vs,and to ſpendthcir lives for our reliete, Bur 
now alas we (ce no figne of his former fauour 
for wiſcdome 'or manboode, ſtrength and 
friendes,honour ard bloud ioyned with god- 
lyneſle,arc fallen before our cyes,to lets vn- | 
derſtand whar ſhall be our deſtruRion, if in 
tme weturne not to our God, betore that bis 
| wrath befurther kindled . But this is notthe 
| ., end. For men had before hope (or atleaſt 
| fomeopinion) that God ſhould mocue the 
cenes Maicſtics bart to heare the bleſſed 
- Goſpel ofJeſus Chriſtcruly preached,and fo 
conſcquently,that ſhe ſhould abandon all Ido-+ 
larry & falſe religion. But now ſhe hath giuen } 
anſwerein plaine words, thatthat religion in * 
which ſhe hath been nouriſhed (and: that is * 
meereabhomination) ſhe will maintajne and * 
| drlerd Andi declraritheroht ae dayes | 
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| thereis eeftcda diſplayed Bang "LO 
| ſus Chriſt, For corrupted en OY Ge 3: 


- 4 ſuch as haue been knowen deccivers of the 


people, arc now authoriſed ro ſpew out 
4 their poyſoo againſt Iclus Chriſt, his eters 
oall crueth, and truc Meſlcngers of the ſame, 
That Idoll the Maſle,jis now againe in divers | 
places creed. And what hereof may cuſue, 
yea, or what may-we looke ſhalbetheend of 
ſuch ynhappy beginnings, we deſire thegodly 
deepely to confider.Burletit be graunted thar 


1 wehad not fallen backe from our former fer- 


uency , that we ſaw not Gods aogry face, 
threatning vs with more fcarettllplaguesto 
follow,that the beſt part of our nobility were 
not exiled this Realme, nenher yet that our” 
Soucraigne were enemie to our reli 
ſhe beare nogreater favour to flattering Fris 
crs,and to corrupted Papiſtes,then ſhedoth o 
our pure Preachers. 

Suppoling we lay, thar we: had-none of 
theſe forclaid caulcs to mote vs(howbeit we 
hauc them all, and moe, if thatwe liſt tore- 
member chem) yer is there one, which if ir 
mooue vs notto humiliation, we mW our . 


Ne. 
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glues more then infeaſible, For now is Satan 
ſo enraged againſt Icfus Chriſt, and fo odious 
is the lighr of his' Goſpel vnto that Romane 
Amtichriſt,chat co ſuppreſl: irio one prounce, 
realmz,or nation,hethinketh itnorhing, vn- * 
lefſe chat in all Europe the godly, and tuch ay 
abhorreche Papiſtical impieric,be tacrewith 
alſo vitcrly dfiroyed, and ſoraled from the 
face ofthe earch, that no memorie of them 
ſhall after remaine. 
If any thinke that ſuch cruelty can not fall 
-into the hartes of mcn, we ſende them to be 
xc{olued ofthoſe Fathers of wie laſt Councell ' 
of Trent, 'whoin one of their Seſsions, haue 
thus concluded. 41 Lutherans, Caluaniſtes, 
end ſuch as are of the new Religion, ſhall utterly 
be reated out. The beginning thal be in France, | 
 byconduftiag ofthe Carholike king Philip 
of Spine, and by ſome of the Nobilitie of ' 
Frence : which mattcr I ſay,pur in execution, 
the whgle power of bath, togither with the 
Popes armie,and force ofthe Dukes of Savoy, * 
and Ferrer, ſhall aſſauit Geneva, and ſhall not : 
Feauc it, till that they haue put it to ſacke, fa- * 


uing in itng lyuing cxeature.—— , 
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| z9þcos obſcure, For the crafique of that Dra- 


Mi 


And with the ſame mergy ſhall ſomany of 
Frazce,as have taſted of the new Religion,be 
ſctued, From therice expedition ſhall be made 


+ againſt the Germanes, tp reduce ther tothe 


obedience of the Apoſtolike ſcate. And ſo ſha 
they procced toother Realmes and Nations, 
never ceaſing till chat all be rooted out, rhat 
will not make homage to that RowaneTdoll, 
Houy fearcfull a beginning this concluſion 8 
determination had, France wil rememberms 
ages then one , For kow maty abaue ahun- 
dreth thouſand mwe1, women, babes, yirgines, 
matrones ,and aged farhers,ſuffreds ſome by 
ſword, ſome by water, ſome by nr and | 
tormentes.The yery enemies them ſclutgate- | 
compelled to acknowledge. * And albeitthat 

Godot his mercy in apart difapoyntedrheir - 
cruell enterpriſes, yet let ys not thinke that 
their wil is changed,or their malice | 
No, let vs be affured, that they abide but g- 
porrunitie ro finiſhthe worke that cruelly a- * 
gaiod God,agaioſt his tructh, & the true pros 
eſfors of the lame,they hane begun. The whi- 

ſperings wherofare not ſecrer,neither yerthie | 
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"v on, now with the Princes of the earth, his 
promiſesand flattering entiſementes tendeto - 
none other cade, but ro cnflame them againſt 
Teſus Chriſt, and againſt'the true profeſſours 
of his Goſpell . For who can thinke that the 
Pope, Cardinalles, and horned Biſhops, will 
, Offerthegreateſt portion of their rents for ſu« 
ſayning ofa Woarre, whercofno commodi- 
tic ſhould redound (asthey ſuppole)to them. 
 felucs? If any thinke that we accuſe them 
without cauſe, let them heare their owne 
 wordes; for thisthey wrote neare the cnde of 
theſamedecrec. | 
 Andtothe ende that the Holy Fathers on 
| their part,appcarc notto be negligent,or yn- 
| willing co giuetheir ayde & ſupportvntoſo 
boly a warre, or to ſpare their owne rents and 
money : haue added that the Cardinals ſhall 
content them ſelues of the yeerly rent of.5.or 
6.chouſand duckets,and the richeſt Biſhop of 
2.0r.3.thouſand at the moſt:and to giue frank- 
ly the reſt of their reucnues to the maintey- 
ning ofthe warre, which is made for the ex- 
tiepation ofthe Lutherans and Caluinift (ct, * 


And for retabſking of the Rewane Church, | | 
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being an Idoll, viurpeth to himſelfe thename 
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OF FASTING. 

rill ſuch time as the matter be conduC 
good and happy end, Ifthere be not 
clarations,in what daunger allfayth 


idiots 1udge.Burlet vs — hes br 
Fraunce & Germany (ſa ) being by theſe 
meanes ſo chaſtiſed, abaſed, and add to 
the obedience of the holy Romene Church, © 
the Fathers doubt not but time ſhal prouide, 
both counſel] and commodity, that the reſt 
of the Realmes about may be reduced to one ©. 
flocke, and one Apoſtolike goucrnout and 
Paſtour..&c. - TY 
By this concluſion wethinkethatthe yery 
blinde may ſee whar is purpoſed againſtthe 
Saints of God inal Realmes and nationstos 
wit,deſtruQtion with cruelty, or cls to make 
them to worſbip that blaſphemous beaſt,wha 


of Yninerſall Paſiour . And being knowents 
be the man of Sinne & Perdition, willbthol- 
denfor an Apoftolike goucrnour . But ſome 
fhall ſay they arc yerfarfrom the endeoftheir | 


purpoſe, and therefore we needenottobeſo. | 


A TREATISE 
wang "rare then we beleeue: yea; 
perchaunce a part of it hath bin nearer to our 
neckes,then = have conſidered . Burhow ſo. 
eucr itbe, ſecingthar God ot his mercy hath 
brought foorth to light their crucl & blood. 
dycounſell,in which we neede notto doubt, 
bue ſkillthey continue: It becommeth vs not 
to be negligent nor ſlouthfull. But we oughe 
to follow the example of Ezechias the King 
of I#4z, who receining not onely the ſpitc- 
full aunſwere, bucalſothe blaiphemous and 
threatning letter of Sexacher:b, firſt ſent vnto 
the Prophet Eſay.s, arid pitifully complay- 
ned ofthe inſtant croubles, willing him to 
- make interceſſion vnto God, forthe remnant 
that were lett. Viro whom albcir that the 
Prophet anſwered comfortably,aſluring the 
King, that rhe enemic ſhould not come ſo, 
| . - neareas toſhootdart or arrow within leruſe- 
|  lem:yaccaſcdnortthe godly king, to preſent | 
| . himfclicinche Temple ofthe Lord. Andasa) 
| - mandifpairing ofal worldly comto rt,{pread? 
| 
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- - -abtoadethelenters that proud Senacherib had} 
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| 'ſentyato him, and made vato God his moit 
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' Propher nas wc may ds Thee 
| had turned backe, and God had put — 
In his noſttilles, And ſo men, might haye 
thought that the King needed not to have bin 
ſo troubled. Bur the ſpirit of Godinſtrued 
the harr ot kis ſeruant, to leeke helpe where 
it was onely to be found, and fromthe handes \ 
of God,who oncly was ablc to put finall ende 
to that tyrapny . The example we lay ofthis 
approucd {eruant of God,vve ought to follow 
now, whenthe like dcſtruRion is eatended © 
of _ vs,yea, not againſt one Reaime obly, 
'- | butagainſt all that rrotcfle the Lord Iclus; 
o | asbetotewehave bcard. AlbcictharGodof ; 
© | bis mercy hath ſtaicd che fury ofthe Pap iſtes 
e | foratimc, weought ot to thinke that os 
ef waliccty chan od, neither that ſuch astruely 
0. proteſic the Lord leſus;can be 1n ſecuritic ſo 
i=} long asthat Babylonian whoote hath pawer | 
t2<nchauntche Princes of the carth., .Letys © 
- theretore ynderſtanding that ſhe being dryn= 
ken with the blood ofthe Sainfes,can nouer 
repent of cruclty and muither,v{c agaitiſt her 
the ſpiticuall weapons,to witzcarnelt inuger- 
- tion of Gods hamegby the whuch we figd , 16. 
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A TREATISE- 

proude Tyrants of the carth, intimespaſt, to 
hauc bin overthrowen. Aboueall theſe cauſes 
aforelayd, we bauc yet one that ought notto) 
be omanted ; to wit, the body ofchis Realme! 
hath long enioyed quierneſſe, while thar other? 
nations about ys hauc bin ſcucerely plagued, 
What thouſands dycdin the Eaſt countries: Y 
anJin England of che Peſtilence? Anno. rb 4.) 
Their owne confeſsions beare record : what 

{ _ -crueltichath beencxecuted in France? what: 

. townes ſpoyled, & murther comitted, fome- 
what before we haue declared, and more we | 
might, ifthat we had not reſpeR to breuitie: 

time. And what trouble is preſently, and: 

Jong hath been' betwixt Denmarke and Swe-! 

en, the poſtcritic of that Countrey will after; 

vaderſtand, | 

And in all thistime, now fixe yeeres and! 

more,hath God ſparcd ys, ſothat the publikes 

eſtate hath alwayes remayned quiet, excex 
{| withinthcſe few monethes.,, Oughtnor thai 
| decpeconſideration ofthis mooue vs nowtal 
f foopebeforcour God? For have we beenlif 
} - ſpared becauſe char our rebellion ro Godin 
. kſſetheo the rebellion of thoſe native 
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olliive have ſceric puniſhed? Ifwe thinke ſo, We 
esÞ-arcfarredecciued. 1 Þ& 
of Forinſo great light of the Goſpelly. we 
eÞ-thinke that greatet inobedience was neucre 
er} ſhcwed ynto God;nor greater ingratitude yn- 
d.Þ to his Mcſlengers;fince the dayes of the Apo- 
$:4 ſiles;then of late yecres hath been (andyetis) 
£4 within this Realme. Idolatrie is-obſtinately 
at} maintcinced, whoredome and adultery are but 

ac | paſtimes of the fleſh, ſlaughter and murderis 
e- | cſtecmed {mal} finne: if any man-bautfricad 
re | in Court, crafcie dealing witli the fimple;de- 
eÞ ccipt 8 oppreſsio is counted good conqueſt, 
FJ (yea, alas almoſt yniverſally) partialitie ini 
I judgement is but interptetationofL ky 
4 delaying of tuſtice, what matter isthat VVhar 

F reverence is had co: Gods meſlengers;&&what 
I reſpet vnto the poore that now ſo multiply 
:& within this Realme (that thelike hath ſeldons 
been ſecne)thongh wewillceaſe, the ſtones 
eff will cry, andcondemnie ys: and yet what fa- 
old perfluitic2 VW hat vanitic? Whar feaſting, 
a tiocous banqueting:hath bin, and yet is 
«9 inCourt,countrcy,and townes, although the 
2, RO 
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_ the purſes of ſome dofeele, and intheir manj 

' ner complaine. If theſe be not finnes that craue 
 "PlaguesfromGod,wehumbly defire men tal 
conlider what 4re the ſinnes that were laydell; 

to thecharge of Sodome and Gomorrah, by 

-the Prophet Exzechiel. ; 
© Nowſay wee, God before our cycs hath 
puniſhed other, and can bt ſpare: ys? Being 
more finfull then they were? Nay he canff: 
not. Andthereforetherereftes nothing yntoſ 
vs burytter deſtruRis,if We vnlainedly turn,” 
-notynto our God, before that his wrath bg! 
. further kindled __ vs; Indgementis beq/1 
-.gun in his owne houſe : for if within Scotland 
-amongftmen of their ſtare, there was to by") 
Found'equitic, iuſtice; remperance, compal 4 
 -flonypon'thepoorc,and vpright conſcicagy/! 
' they did moſt clecrely ſhine in them, whonl * 
God beferc our cycs hath firſt deicQed:Theat c 
ORERgny) wo lay thutenty cpentanahþ 
can faue ysfrom Plagues moregreeuous thay)? 
they haue felt, or that we hauc ſecnc of manly 
yecres within this Realme. J Li 
- - Buthow we know,that ſach as neithetiow# 
. God,nor truely feaxe his iudgments for mths 
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ny Atheiſts we hauc,and ranke Papiſts _ 2 
if inthis Realme ſhall grudge and cry, What 
A nw ceremony is this tharnow we heare of 


o - 


ad. W herfore ſhal we faſt And who hath 
Fein 
lies after the 


if old faſhien,8c, Lernotthe | godly be offended 
| acthe tauntes and Sd hog of ſuch godleſle 
| I people, butler ys tremble before our Godg8& 
I: conſider that ſuch hath been the proude con- 
| tempt ofthe wickedin all a age TOP Vs, as it 
{the Prophets we may nan, Eſay complai- 
p neth,ſfaying: VWhea the Lord, (th ro ck: 


f cloth and aſbes,there is nothing heard,but let 

4. ys care and drinke,ki! the fat beaſts, and make 
g. bankerslet vs bring wine in aboundance # and 

f-more,tf we muſtdie,let ys depart in ioy,forſo 
& they meant when that they fayd,let ys cate & 

af Iridke 'to morrow we ſhal dic. But let vs cori- 
& ſlider what anſwere they recciuc. As 1 hive, 
fſayth the Lord, this your iniquitie ſhall not be 


Irginen Unto "the eath, 1 hall take from you 


JT rbe wirth of Wine and 0 yle, Jour yourg mens 


L [ fall by. the ſword, your aged men 5hall be 
ECP Jour « rh ate fans Shall trot 


A TREATISE 
pn their feete owner the Riner (meaning F 
phrates) their buttockes ſhall be naked, and their 
ſhame ſhall not be hid.&-c. leremie the Prophet 
preached and cried cucn to the King ar 
ro the Queene,, and commaunded themf 
10 walke in lowlineſie, to do inſtice, 10 repreſſ 
impietic : and fo he profniſcd that they ſhoul{ 
ſit fill upon their throne in toy and quietneſſt 
But it chiey would not, he boldly pronounce 
that their carkaſſes ſhould be caſt to the heate of 
the Sunne,and to the froft, and cold of the night 
Ezechiel in bis age vſcth the ſame order, ang 
io bis owne body ſheweth ynto them ligne] 
of humiliation,and of che plagues that ſhoul 
apprehend them for their rebellion, All thel 
admonitions were deſpiſed,we confeſſe: bi 
thereto we ſhould not looke, but vnro th 
which cnſucth ſuch proud contempt, | 
If we would that our places ſhould be i 
deltroyed, that they ſbould remaine deſolatt 
and be dennes to Dragons, It we wpuldthaff 
'ourlandſhould be layde waſte and þe a praff- 
to.Qur enemies : and if we would that the rele 
\ ofthe Plagucs threatned by the Pre 
b.  * And Which hauc apprehended the die was I 


} 


"g 


| before vs,fhould come ypon ys infull perfee? -- 

q tion. Then-we neede neither to faſt uorpray,” -* 
 repent,nor turne to God. But if wedelireei- * 

&Q ther ro find mercy in this lite, or ioy &'com- 

ortinthelifeco come, we muſt ſhew-/our 

MJ felucs vnfainedly fory forthe abhominations - 

chat now yniuerſally raigne: we mult be like 
a Lot in Sodom:,and Noah,in that Catholike de» 

{4 f:&ion from God, which was inthe firſt age: 

&< and by cheir cxamples, and notable deliues = 
' Tance, ought we to be encouraged, toſhew, -* 
our {c]hes-lory for chis preſent corruption, 86. 

F co cr 0ur ſelves againſt it,td the viteemgitof | | 


Y our power, voleſſ: chat we. would haue pore 
$10n with the wicked, : | {= 

al. Neither ought we to be diſcouraged, be- 

i cauſe that'the conemaners, | xp people, 


and mockers of all godlyaecſic, ſhall exceede 
ys ionumber, | 

Their oumber (deare brethren) ſhall not 
© hurtour innocecncie,if that we with yolained 
& bartes turne vato our God, for the promiſe 
Af ' of his mercyis not bound yato the awitieuds 
FF fothat he will not keare, but where thegrea* 
; pris gedgeMeleare brechrengwheres 
© > £-<*4* Ba ie = We 
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| Foeuertwoorthtce be gathered inhis name ! 
' there is he in the middeſt ofthem:and againeyf| ' 
Whoſocuer calleth ypon the name of theſ. 
Lord,he ſhalbe ſaned3yeacuen when in Gods} 
diſpleaſure the whole world ſhbalbc.plagued; 
Andthcreforclert vs not follow the multitude} 
in euill doing; but ler ys decline fr the wayes 
efthcir vanity, and by yofained humiliation 
of our ſclucs : let vs purchaſe fauour before 
that Gods vengeance burſt out like fire, 


THe power that we haue to proclayme this 
© | Fafting,is not ofman,but of God; who by 
_ themouth ofthe Propher Ezehiel pronoun- 
--ecththis ſentence : 1f the Watchman ſee the | 
". Sword, or any other Plague comming vpon the 
Land, ifhe blow not the Trumpet, and plainely 
warne them to turne to God «2 and if the Sword 
come and take any away , the wicked ſhall periſh 
#» their iniquitze : but their blood shall be 
. required from the handes of the Watchman. 
_ Nowloit is, that God ofhis mercy hath ray! 
ſed vp amongſt vs moc VV atchmen then one 
or two, of whoſe mouthes we can nordenyy 


burwe hauc heatd fearcfull threatoinges off 


gues, to follovy ypon tl I contem 
Sh Gods graces, 


And therefore we inthefeare of our God, 
{ willing to auoid the vtrermoſt of the plagues,' 
04 Þauc with one conſent concluded this godly 
\ excrciſe tobe yſcd amongſt vs,infigne of our 


n> vnſained humiliation : which albert the god» 
84 lefle ſhall mocke, yet are we aſſured, that he 
re | whoonce pronoiiced this ſentence, The ſoule 


that ſhal aot be afflifted that ſame day(rowit, 
the day appoynted to publike humiliation) 
ſal periſh fromamongſt the people:yea,cue>, _ 
vi ” ſoule that ſhall do any worke thardayy I 
Call deſtroy ſuch a ſoule from the middeſt of 
 hispcople. Theceremonie andthe vertaine- - 
appoynted day we know to be aboliſhed:ar:* 
the comming of Icſus Chriſt, rogerher with * 
the reſt of the figurall Ceremonies bur tha 
effe@thereofſhall abide ſo long as there abiq 
deth any true Church ypon the face of the; 
earth, vntothe which repentance and remiſ» 
J fon of {innes are publikely preached. And 
J thereforealbeir we haue no corporallpuniſh/ 
ment,to lay Ypanthe St 
IF exmale pet ige weree * icuallfrrorde,, | 
Co 'P which 
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"Warn Once will ſtrike lorepthet any matetj-! 
-  alfrordcanor may. Ox 
|. - Theindgementes x iufticeof our Godare 
immutable, he abideth the ſame and one God) 
- thatdrqwhedthe world by water, that cone 
_ {ſumed Sodomeand Gomorrab with firc from 
heauco,that plagued Pharao,deſtroyed Jeruſe- 
' demandhath cxccutcd his ficrce iudgementes . 
| jnallageszyea, and cucn before our eyes: Tt | 
is the ſame God (we ſay) that this day by his 
| faythfull ſcruantes callezh vs to: repentance, 
- whole yoiccs'it we contemne,we declare our: ; 
 ſelues rebellious to our God, mockers ot his 
threatnings,and ſuch as ſometimes in deſpaire 
cryed, We will walke accarding to the luſt of cur | 
owne hartes : and let the counſel! of the holy one 
of Iſrael come at it hift, &-c. And'if we ſ5.doy 
then woe; yea, woe and double damnation: - 
ynto'ys: forchea cue as aſſurcdly as God li-+ + 
- pcth, ſoaſlbredly ſhall the Plagues that our! 1? 
cares haugoftheard,be powred foatth vpon® +: 
ys,cucn in the eyes of this ſame peruerſe ge-: # 
_ peration,with whom ye contemne God, &: - / 
Þcfore whom we are neirher feared nor aſha® 133 
mcg, ſtubboroly to proceede from ſinne x 
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-4Ydious to our God, And firſt we haueto 


/] coritewpe. Our h 


we ſpeake tolet you ynderſtandwhatrebels: 


lion hath been fleſh before vs, and hovwv'ir' 
hath bcen puniſhed:: that we may learne tor 
"'] ſtoope before our God, by vnfaigned repen-+ 
-] tance,and then we ſhall be aſlured;rhar accor-s ' 


{| ding ro the promiſe made by the mouth of: 
Joel : Onr God ſhall leane vnto vs a bleſsne, ale 
beit that the vehement fire of bis wrath ſhall 
{ conſume the diſobedient, 


Bur now leaſt that we ſhould thinke-thar: - 


| the obſcruarig ot the ceremonie is enough ta 
{plcaſe God, we mult vaderſtand what things 
muſt be ioyned with fruittull faſting, &whar' 
;Ithiogs they are that may make our falting'0-' 
od 
ſtand, that Faſting by it ſelfe confidered,is no' 
Aſuch thing as the Papiſtes heretofore haue- 


Imitted, No allthey that faſt with thatintenr,: 


renounce the micrices of Chriſtes death and* + | 
"p4$jon, info muchas they aſcribe to faſting: = 
, | | J I : Wy | * ; : 


ope is better of youſderh | 
breathren) that haue profeſled the LordTelus:. ©; 
| with vs, within this Realme;, albcit, that this: 


AFimagined: ro wit, that it is a worke meritoris: 
Roux, & a ſatisfaQid for the ſinnes before come 
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'-, muſt be ſomewhat ioyned, if chat God ſhall. 


{which is butan cxerciſe yſed by man) that * 
which is onely proper ts [eſus Chriſt: which 
is,that he by offering vp him ſelfe once for al, 
hath made perfc& for eucr, thoſe that ſhalbe. 
ſanRifi:d: we mult farther vaderſtand, that 
#$thekingdome of God is neither meate nor: 
erinke; ſos neither Faſting by it ſelfe ſimply] 
confidercd, che cauſe why that kingdome is: 
graiitedco the choſen, neither yer cating(mo- 
derats we meane) any cauſe why the repro. 
bare are fruſtrate therof, But yato faſting there 


looke vpon it at any time inhis fauour, The | 
Propher 1ozlis wicacfle hereof, who in the} 
pcrſo of God,faid ynto ſuch as he had ſeucerely 
threatned, 7'urxe vio wee in your whole hart, 
"nfo and mourning : in which wordes, | 
the holy Ghoſt firſt reuqireth the converſion 
ofthe hart ynto God, and thereto ioynerh fa 
ſing 8 mourning,as witneſſes ofthe ſorrow 
that we haucfor our former offences, 8 feare} 
that we hauc ofhis ſeucere iudgments,the res 
liefe wherof we publikly profcſle we can obs 
taine by no other meanes, but by Gods free 


$o that theyery exerciſe offaſting,and monri: 
ning,& prayer therwith annexed, ſo ſolemn. - 
ly proteſted, that by our faſting, wemerite- 
not, for he thar ſtil] confeſieth hiv offence,and* - 
in biterneſſe of hart crycth for mercy, doth 
not brag of his merites: ifthe Papiſtes reply, 
; Yet Godlookethto the faſting &heareththe. 
_ of ſuch asrightly humble them (clues 
© before him:we deny pot;but therto we adde, 
* | thatrightly did ncucr man humble him (cite 
©'{ before God,thar truſted or gloriedin themes 
LY ices ofhis owne workes; for without 
C1: iris ynpoſsible to-plcale God, and fayth-de- 
Cy pendeth vpon the promiſe of Gods free mercy 
y through Icſus Chriſt,and norypon the mme= 
rites ofany works. The Phariſey in bragging 
« was rcietcd, but the Publican'in denying 
himſelfe,and calling for mercy;was iuftifieds 
not by his workes which he had nor, but by | 
- grace & mcrcy,for the which he ſobbed.Da- | 
iy - #icl faſted, confefled his fiones, and the finnes. 
1 ofthe pcople, & therto he-added moſtearneſt 
v2] and ferucat prayers, But doth he alleage any 
1 ofthemas a cauſe why God ſhould either be _ 
1]. mircitul ro himor tothe people? naywefind 


— -- #, 
- Y % « 5 F TY 
wt w4I : : 


WW 3 v_CV 309 wel o& EV44 


| Foſachthing, butche plaine contrary,for thus * 

; heconcludeth. Now therfore our God heare 

| thepraycr & lupplication of thy ſcruant, and 

 ſhewthy pleaſing viſage vato chy SanQuary, 
thatlyerth waſte, for the Lordes ſake. O my + 
God giue care that thou mayeſlt hearezand o#+ 
peathine eyes,thatthou mayelt ſee the waſte 
placcs ofthe Citic, which bearcth thy name, 
for wealleage not our rightcouſneſſe in our 

rayers,that we power foorth before thee: 

.  butthy moſt abounding mcrcy. Lord heare, 
Lord be mercifull, Lord take heede, 8 helpe, | 
and dclay not fgr thy owne ſelfe my God. 

| Wemayplaincly ſee whereupon this excel. | 
| Jentſeruaunt of God grounded him felfe rq 

- - purchaſe Gods fauour, to wit, ypon the Lord 
that is yponthe Sauiour and Mediatour pro- 
miſed, yppon the molt aboundant mercy of 
Gad, and ypon God himfclte, for he ynder- 
ſtoode what God hath promiſed, as well by 
the mouth of Moſes, as by the Propher E/ay, 

 Gying : Beholde yet 1 am, yea, enen 1am the | 

Lord, and there is no God but 1. 1hill,and giue 

, bife againe. 1 give the wound, and 1ſhall heate.”: 
For my ene names ſake will 10 it, ſayth the © 


— 
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Of FASTING.” 


Eternal. Vpon theſc-and the like Pencil] 
WC ſay,' did al the Saines of Godinall theic 1 
extremities depende, and did looke to re- 
. *cciue comfort, without all reſpe@ to their 
'owne workes : they damned the beſt oftheir 
owne workes, and called them nothing bue | 
fylthineſſe before God. Andthercfore yet as 

| | before; we boldly affirme,tharthe Papiſticall 
faſting; was not onely vaine (for what 
isit? 16 abſtayne from Fleſh, and to fill. the 
| bellywith Fit ,Wine, Spice, and other deli- 
cates) but alſo it was odiousyato God, ahd 
blaſphemous to the death of Tefug Chriſt,for | 
the cauſes forewritten, And wy much ſhortly 
for thoſe thinges that muſt be Ms wk ; 

fruicfull Faſting. 

| Now wehaueto conſider, what 
may make our Faſting odious, 
'proude opinion of Merirewhereof we hate 
ſpoken, | 
Itis no donbt but that 7 nfidelitie maketh | 
all the works of the Reprobare odious before 
God : yea, cuen whee' | thatthey do the very 
workes that God hath commibienaddd; is wee 
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i A TREATISE. | 
' .nddiuers other places. But becauſe that Infi- 
| &clity lurkethoft inthe hart, & can ner well 
" beeſpicd, burby the bitter & rotte fruites thar 
ſpring rhereof: The ſpirit of God hath pain- 
cd foorth vato vs in plaine wordes, what 
Vices tnay tnake ys andall our workes odious | 
before our God: ſo that neither will he heare Þ 
our praycrs,not regard qur fafting.. Salomoy 
fayth : He that ftoppeth his eare from the cry of 
the poore ris prayer ſoall be abhominable before 
God.” And Eſay in the perſon of God, ſayth's 
"Albeittharyo ſhall ſtretch out your handes, 
_ "and multiply your prayers, yct will I noc 
heareyou;for'your-handes are full of blood. 
* "Burmoſt'playncly ro our purpoſe ſpeaketh 
the ame Prophetyfaying: The houſe of 14cob 
dayly ſcekerh me; and they would kaow my 
wayes,asa nation that ſoughe Tuſtice,and char 
had notlefetheindgement ofcheir God, They | 
aske me judgements of iuſtice, (thatisgrhey | 
uarrell with me) and they defire that God 
| foal draw neare., V hy hauc we faſted (tay * 
they)and thou beholdeftnor? TR 
We haucatfhtcd our ſoules,and thou de« © 
 - Hiſeſtiey The propher anſwerath inthe pers f 
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T- ON FASTING 
{on of God, and faith : Beholde inthe 


; others,ſo that they are compelledto cry vnto 


. that thou bring the poore that wandralryn- 


; bracethe-te. I helemol aol ſence: 


your faſt, ye will ſceke your will, andt 
Al your 5 2 behold ye faſtto wy 
bate, & to {mite with the fiſt of wickedneſſe: 
ye ſhall not faſt as they do to day, ta make 
your yoycebc heard aboue,thatis to oppreſle 


God. Is it ſuch a faſtthat Lhaue choſca ; that 
a man ſhould affli& his ſoule for aday,aud: to 
bow downe his head as a Bul-ruſh, andto lic 
downe ia ſackcloth and aſbes? VV ikchou cal | 
this a faſting, or an ccceptable'day yntothe ? 
Lord? Is notthisthe faſting that T haue cho< - 
ſcn, to loſe the bandes of kb he take 
oftthe heuy butthens, & to let the oppreſſed 
go free, and that yebrcake cuery yoke?; Is.it 
not to deale thy bread ynto the hungryzAad 


to thy houſe? VWhe thou ſceſt the naked.har 
thou coucr him? And hide notthy ſelfe from 
thine owne fleſh. Then ſhall thy fightbreake 
foorth as the morning, and thy health oo 
_ ſpcedely,thy aoantectl ſhal 

orc thee, andthe glory of the Lord 


_ taye* tomarke; what carve may a f 
- faſting to beterced of God, what he crauet! 
* 'offuchas faſt fruitfully,and what promiſel IE 
makethto ſuch as obey him, This people ex: 
ternallly profeſſed God, they dayly fought hi 
face by repayring to the Temple, hearing 0 
the Law, andexerciſing of the factifices; yed 
did Godplaguethem in moeſortes then oney, 
as inthe booke of the Kings & Chroniclkes} 
we may rcad , Intheir extremnnrie they ranne! 
*(ast0 ſoterd the yttermolt refuges? 
they faſted, add vnfaignedly humbled their? 
bodyes, for that the Prophet meaneth, when® 
tharh hefayth NT hat they faſted till that-theirs 
 weckes were weakned, aud made faynt 4s a Bul= 
- ruſh, for 7 21 et lacke of corporall feode They ljde 
gorgions Garmentes , and pitt on Sacks" 
5 4 &c. And yet were theit troubles no-# 
thing relicued.. And that was the cauſe: way 
they arrclied with God;and ſaid: y b, 
: We fafttd, and thou haſt not ſcene? 6 . And in 
, "very deede tothenatutali man it was ſtrani >» | 
" for © GOD ' had promiſed that he woi ih Y 
| SorEy poopie; whenloruer we ould 
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"humble themſtlucs before him ;\1 Fu 
their formeriniquitie. '* © 2 wt | 
Inthe externall ceremonies , nor.in the' | 
corporall exerciſes ,- there could nofaultbe' 
& eſpyed. Why then doothnot GOD heare”' © 
24 "pas, 0x they? Godatſivereththar 
84 their outward profeſſion was. but hypocri« 
he , their faſting was bur mocking of God, 


- and their prayers could donothing bur 


I uoke him to further diſpleaſure , Becauſe 

4 that albeit: ey retained the name of God, 
4 &albeir that appeared in his Temple, 
FT yct had they forſaken both his i 


© Ratutes,and holy ordinances. Albeit the bs» 


4 dy ſtooped, and was afiticted by faſting, yer 
4 remained the heartproude andrebellious a- 
24 gainſt God, for they followed their owne 
7 corrupted waycs,, they oppreſſed ſuch gs 
AF were ſubie vato them, their heauie yoake 


4 hy vpon the neckes of ſuch as could notrid 


"Þ themſclues from their bondage. A 


them were ſtrife,debate,whiſperingsofma- 4 | 


Aice,yea, open contention, and manifeſt vie - 
37 olence, En F 
- -doray harts,an pm" | 


de 


+" arice,in the time when they thinke that they 
ſeeke his peace moſt earneſtly. And hereto 
' oughtwe this day thatprofeſſe the Lordle- 
ſus, and haue renounced abhominations of 
Papiſtry within the Realme of Scorland,giue * 
diligent heed. For itis not the ſimple know- 
ledgeof thetrueth onely, nor yet the exter- 
profeſſion of the ſame, thatis accepta- 
ble before God: Nay, nay; deare brethren, 
he requireth the fruites of repentance, and 
they are, todecline from cuill, and to doe 
good , as wee may readein many places of 
eSctipture. Thinke we ita thing agreea- 
ble with thenatureof the Eternall GOD, 
thathe ſhall receiue vs in fauor, afterthatwe 
haue offended, and wee will not for his ſake 
remit the injuries thatare done to vs? © Can 
weethinke to beat peace with him, when 
that we ftubbornely will continue in ſtrife 
amongeſtourſelues 7 Shall hee relicue our 
gricte, bondage, or yoke, and we notrelicue 
- theburdens that vniuſtly wee lay vpon out; 
brethren? Shall hebeſtowe his vndeſerued}- 
mercie vppon vs, and wee ſhew no bo« 
welles of mercie, to ſuch as weeſce in mil& 
_ - iebeſorcoureyes? Lervsnotbedeceiued, 
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- deceit, yniuſtdealing,couctouſheſſt, auaris 
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xd cannot deny himſelte.. Murther, gas 
lice hatred, cruelty, oppreſſion, ſtrife; theft, * 


tiouſneſſe, and vnmercitulneſſe ynto the © 
poore;beſides pride, whoredomeadulterie, 
wantonneſſe, and thereſt of the workes of 
the fleſh, are >ſo odiousbefore God , that 
whilethat any of them raigneth in the hart 
of man, hee and his whole workes are dete. 
ſtable before God. And thereforeif wede- 
ſire that Gods fearefull iudgements ſhall be 
ſtayed, letvs (thatknow the trueth,and fay 
that wee profeſſe the ſame ) vnfainedly re- 
turne vnto our God. Let vs not be inferi- 
ors tothe King of Ninizie, who cotnmaun- 
ded cuery man 4o turne from his wicked 
wayes, and fromthe iniquitie that wasin 
his handes. Ler vs conſider what our God 
craueth of vs, but ſpecialy let Earles, Lords, 
Barons, Burgcſles, and Artticers conſider 
by what meanestheir ſubſtancesare increa- 
ed. 

Tris notenoughto iuſtifie vs before God, 
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4 man cannot convincethe Earle, the Lord, 
the Baron,or Gentleman, for oppreſſing of 
* the poore labourers of the ground, for his 
ce) is ready.I may doe with mine own 
Tot vleaſerh me. The Merchant is iuſt e- 
in his owne conceit, If before men 
04 can not be conuid of theft and deceit. 
The Artificer and Craft{-man thinketh him 
ſelfefree before God;albeit that hee neither _ - 
worke ſufficient ſtuffe, nor yet ſell for reaſo- 
| nableprice. The world is cuill, faith he,and 
' howcanmealiue, ifthey doe not as others 
doe? Andthus doth euery man leaneypon 
the iniquitic ofanother, andthinketh him- 
felfe ſufficiently excuſed, whenhe meateth 
craftwith craft , and repulleth violence,cy- 
ther with deceit, orelſe with open iniurie. 
Letvs be aſfured deare brethren, thattheſe 
be the ſinnes which heretofore haue prouo.. | 
ked God,not only to plague,butalſo to de. 
| ftroy, &vtterly ouerthrow rong realmes, 
and flouriſhing common-wealths. 
Now ſecing that the iuſtice and iu 
ments of our God, abide for cuer, and that- * 
ates onpers thatcueric q 
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Inda,8 leruſalem, ſhal be likewiſe puniſhed. 
Letthat rofl deſtrutontharcame vpon 
them, inthewhich, afterhungerandpe 
ang the ſword deuoured without | 
tion.the rich andpoore, the noble, & thoſe - 
| that wereof baſe ,the yong cd olde, 


the pricſts and prophets, yea the tmatrons & 1 
virgins eſcaped northe day of that ſharp vi- / 
ſitation. Let their puniſhment,we ſay,pro- 
uoke vs to repentance, and ſono doubt wee 
ſhall finde fauour in the eyes of our God, | 
| albcit thathee hath begunne to ſhew vnto 


vs cuident ſighes of his diſpleaſure , iuſtlie | 
conceiued againſt vs . But (as God forbid) 
if wee mocke his Meſſengers, and depile 
his woordes , till thatthere bee no remedy, 
as they did , Then canwee (whome God 
hath raiſed vppe to inſtruct and forewarne 
you) doe nothing but take witneſſe of hea- | 
uen and earth, yea , and of your owne 
conſcience, that wee haue faithfully inſtru. 
Qed youin theright way of GO D. alwell 
oonerners bis true worſhipping, as in. 
doing of your duetics one Na rep 
1 Andall yoann, 4 | 


Z nc whby.our pen, fora 1 MEMO» =» 
 rialto the poſterity that ſhal folow: who ſhal 
| glorifie God,cither for your conuerſion, or 
+ elſe for ycariuſt condemnation, and ſeuere 
puniſhments,if ye continue inobedient? 

| > To preſcribe to euery man his duety in 
+ particular, wecannot, becauſe we know not 
wherein cuery man , andeuery eſtate parti. 
_cully offendeth, but we muſt remit euery 
 eſtate,and:eucrFtnan in his vocation, to the 
| Examination othisowne conſcience . And 
that according as God commandeth in his 
holy Lawe, and as Chriſt Teſus requireth, 
 thatſichas ſhal poſſeſle the kingdome with 

him,ſhalldo. <2 

. Whichis,whatſoeuer (faith he) that yee 
would men ſhould doe vnto you, do yethe 
. like voto them. By this rule which the Au. 
” thor ofall cquitie, juſtice, and policie hath 
eſtabliſhed. If wee appoynted the Eatles, 
- Lordes, Baronsand Gehetemen,to try their 
owne conſcierices whether that they wonld 
be contentthat theyrfhould be intreated, (if 
God had madetliem busband-men, and la- 
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ſometimes had a nioderate ar { reaſona ie,” 
life ynder their predecefſours ':' Whiethe i 
(weeſay) that they woulde be coment that * 
' their tenements and rents {honlde beraiſed -- 
fromrent to rent, from oneFarmeto wwe, 
and ſo going vbward, till that for pouertie, 
the auncient_ Labourers. are compelled to 
leaue the ground in the hands of the Lord. 
If with this entreatement they woulde 
be content, wee appeale totheirowne con- 
ſcience. And ifthey thinke that they would. 
not, then in Gods name wee require thein 
to beginne to reforme themſelites, andto 
remember that it isnot wee ; but that its 
Chrift Ieſus that ſo craueth of them: And 
vato the ſame rule wee ſend Indyes , Law. 
yers, Merchants, Artificers,and finally, even | 
the very laborers of the ground thenafelues. 
That euery one in bi&.owne vocation may , 
trie how iuſtly,v tia and {Andihea | 


dealcth with his: bc 
his conſcience acculee 


on ok If nenthinke that wee require the thing 
= WMatisvnpoſſible. (Forwhatwere this elſe, 
El ” Harro retormethefaccol the whole mo 
© *whichnener was , nor yet ſhall be, tillthe 1 
hteous King and eappeare, forthe | 
uration ofall thin gs) Weanlwer,that : 
weſpeakenottothe odleſſ multitude,nci> 
ther:yet tw ſuch as are mockers of Gods | 
iudgements , whole portion is inthis life, 
and for whom the fire of hell (which now - 
they mocke) is aſſuredly prepared . Butwe 
ſpcake to ſuch-as hn vrofeſſed the Lord | 
Teſus with vs, who haue communicated 


with vs his bleſſed ſacraments, haue renoun. 
ccd Idolatry , and haueauowed themſelues 
£0 be new creatures in Teſus Chriſt , | in 
whome they are ingrafted as liuely bran. , 
'Ches, apt to ring fontgood fruite. Nowe 


why it ſhould be thou 
8 thele men. (of ir vos apr, ſocuer they: | 
| be)ſhouldbeginnetoexpreſſe intheirliues, 4 
that which in woorde they haue publikely | 
2:S non gpoderaton, Wilttien | 


En w_ | 


evnpoſſible, that | 
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| | reade that hee hath wrought in met! Kio 
1 vs,andthatwere blaſphemie. .. 2 


At Gods commaundement Abraham left 
his Fathers houſe and natiue countrie..Mor- 
ſes preferred the condition of the people of 
Iſrael, euen in their greateſt afflition,to:the 
riches and glorieof Pharaohs Court.: Danid 
ypon the vntion of Samwel did patiently as 
bide the perſecution of Saw/many yeers.Zs 
chews ata dinner with Chriſt Ieſus, was not 
onely content to reſtore wharſoeuer he had 
before defrauded, buralſo rogiue the halfe 
of all his ſubſtaunce to the zelcefe of 'the 


poore. | 
And the Faithfull in the dayes of the Az 


poſtles; ſolde their poſſeſſions, and tninis/-; * 
ſtredvnto the needie. None of theſeexceÞ. * 


lent workes craue weof the Faithfull inioup 
age,but only thoſe, without which theſpþ 


rit of ſanRification cannot beknownetobe, © 


| inman, towit, thatey 
| tructh with his brother, thatnor 
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« Secing that the hand of our Godisnor 
TJ moreſhortned towards vs;than ithath been” - 
towardes thoſe that haue paſſed before vs... 
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| fiordeftaudeanotherinany bufineſſe , that ; 
; thebowellsofmercy may appeareamongſt ; 
{-  ſuchas God hath called tohis knowledge, 

and finally, that wealtogether that profeſſe. 
the Lord Ieſus , anddoe abhorre jdolatrie; 
abhorre alſo all kinde of impictic, ſtudying 4] 
toabound in all good workes, and to ſhine 3 
as lights in the mideſt of this wicked gene. ;| 
ration; Which if wedonot, we declareno i, 
doubtthat Chriſt Teſus dwelleth not within |], 
vs,but that weare they that heare and know 
the will of our Lord, but doe notthe fame... 
And vnto what curſeand maledidtion ſuch |, 
perſons areſubie@, the parable of the figge i} 
tree which was threatned to. be cut downe, ||, 
ifit brought not forth fruit, the curſe giuen j}, 
to'it , yppon.the which ChriſtIeſus being 41 
hungry, found no fruit,and his laſt ſentence 7}, 
againſt the reprobate , doe ſufficiently wit- | 
nes.- Wherein we haue to obſerue, that the : 
reprobate areadiudgedto the firethatneuer3 
ſhall be quenched, not onely becauſethey 3 
committed iniquitic, but alſo becauſethey 
werenot found fruitefull in good workes; . 
Let cuery man therefore thatwill auoyde z 
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ty ſtudy to accompliſhi Nn works turwhlit "2 © 


J wwowe, and vppon ſuchno doubr ſhallthe 
"Abicfſing of God reſt, when the manifeſt 
Feantemners,and the cloked hypocrites ſhall - 
4 be raſed from the face ofthe earth; and ſhal 
be caſt into vttermoſt darkeneſſe , where 
4{there ſhalbeweepingand onaſhing oftcerh 
4 | withoutend, which ſhall be the reward of 
al their wicked workes. -* 
Moe things we would haue wilecen Heck 
Jas the notes vpon the diſcomfiture of Joſhus 
AF Ho, andottheliraclites fighringagainſt 
I} Beniamiin,rogether with the fooliſhopinion 
4 of the Papiſe, who think themſclues bound 
to faſt forty dayes, (which they calltheir 
1 Lent) becauſe that Chriſt Teſus taſted forty 
'Þ daycs, unmediately after his Baptiſme. Bur 
4 theſe we are compelled forthis prefentto 
' pretermit, by reaſon that the time appoyn- 
Fred to this preſent exerciſe of faſting appro- 
"Fcherh fo nigh. If it ſhall'pleafe Godot his 
Y mercy to continue the light ofhis Goſpela- 


4 mongſt vs, this Argument willbe enlarged 
AY and{er er foorth with greite er cull , 
front riine (time, Wo el 3 URS Wot 
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in word, and outwardprefeſſion hee doeth © © 


" Now! tothe fat rogiaded by abſtinency 


Firkt it is to beobſcrued, thatthe two dayey 
before expreſſed, to wit, the ſecond 8& thi 
7of Maic inſtant, are not appoynteg 


ted to aſſemble in Parliament. There, 
the whole aſſembly th rhoſedayg 
<4 ” ent necefſitic moſt meete, 1 


to come. 


The Sunday a boar 1: , not ce 


jon, neither t in any 
within the Church, but DEE - wer 
the Sunday the people (cpechly 


in country townes) may beſt attend vppon;; 
praycr,& the reſt ofthe exerciſcsthat ought] 


tharis to be keptin this publique Faſting, | 


forany religion of time , neyther yet that] 
thoſe preciſe dayes ſhall be obſcruedcuerig 
yeere following , but becauſethatſhonely] 
ramen Rn ran oo ion 3 


elibertyof the Church, whartims| 
hey wilappoyntes thatexerciſcinalltime 
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wght, till Sunday after the exerciſe at after. ” * 
| noone, tharis, after fiue of the clocke. And. ** 
g Y hen onely breadand drinke to be vied, and 
Shari ſobrictie, that the body cra« 
Food,the ſoule may be x 

q carneſtly to craue of God that which 

3] it itmoſt mu thatis, mercy for our for. 
mer vnthankefulneſſe,and theafſiſtaunce of 
[1 his holy Spirite in times to come. 

| Mcnthatwill obſcrue this exerciſe , may 
not any of the two dayes vie any kinde of 
4 games, bur exerciſe themſclues after the 
'publike aſſemblics in priuy meditation with 


4 Fond apparel! woulde be abſtained 
| cous woulde 

*#] from, gy ar gthe whole time of our humi- 

61 lation , which from the one Sunday itn 

$1 the morning, till the next Sunday at night. 

ft! Albeit that the ſtraimneſſe ofabſtinences to 

d. be kept, butthe two daycsonely. 

* Wedonotbinde the conſciences of per- 

#2 ſons thatbevnableto bearethe extremity of 

if the abſtinence, and yerdo we exhort them 

% | to vis their libentc (if aniethey doetake) : 

A in-ſecret,, leſt that others, cither followe... . - - 

. ——— W_ 


» {») i 1 
ns. 2 


. -» deſpiſers of foneceſlary an exerciſe. * 
The time that ſhalbe ſpent,as well beforeſ 
nooneasafter,muſt be lefttothe wiſedome 
of the diſcreere Miniſters, who. beſt can 
judge both what the auditors may beare; 
and what themſclues are. able to (uſtaing, 
But becaulethis exerciſe is extraordinary, 
the time thereof would be ſomewhat lot 
than it is vied to be inthe accuſtomed: 
afſemblies. And yetwee would nothaueit 
ſo tedious, that it ſhould be noyſome tothe 
cople. And thereforewethinke thatthree 
ouresand lefle , before none , and twooY 
houres atafternoone, ſhall be ſufficient for 
thewhole publike exerciſe , Thereſt to bee 
ſpentin priuy meditation , euery families 
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P The Sunday before the ſecond Sunday 
of Maie,as before is ſaid,ſhal euery Miniſter 
giue aduertiſement to his flocke, of ſuch 
chingsas are tobe donethe next Sunday $1 | 
lowing, andof the cauſes of the ſame, with 
ſuch exhorration as God ſhall put intorha 
mouthes , to makethe people to embrad 

the juſt commaundement of the , 
| 0 aan - 4:4 49 


n townes we thinke expedient thatthe” * 
- exerciſe of the doqrine beginne vpon the 
Satterday atafternoone , immediately be- 
- forethefirſt Sunday of abſtinence, thatthe 
people may bethe better prepared, religt- 
ouſly to vie the obſcruation of the next day. 
But in villages we thinke good, that the do- 
Qrine beginne the Sunday before. Thear- 
gument of the Sermon and exhorratiop to 
betaken from ſome proper place of the Pro 
phets,as of 7e/the firſt, where he ſaith, San- = 
Qifie a Faſt, appoynt theaſſembly &c.Or of 
Jonas the third, where 1onas cryed, and yet 
forty dayes, and Naniwie ſhall be deſtroyed, 
&c. Or of Jeremy the ſeauenth . Where that 
hefaith , Heare the word of the Lordallis- 
| 4, andyethatenterin by theſe gates; &c. 
ay. Orofthe thirteene of Lake, vypon the decla. 
& | ration of them that ſhew to our Maiſterthe 
aj cruelticof P:late, and vyponhisanſwere.Or 
4 vppon any other proper place withinthe 
ne Scripture, thatentreateth of 
like humiliation;ofthecauſes; & ofthe 
= of —_—_ fx 
on Sunday,fromthe lawe of God;z/becaulo 
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os. AATAL that offendeth Gods Maicſtie, pro. 4 
' therefore, aftera ſhort prayer, thatitwill” 
| - pleaſe God to make his holy worde to fru- ? 

_ Rificamongyvs,this confeſſion ſhalbe made * 


The Confeſion that ſhall gee before the 
y reading of the Lawe, ard befare 


exery exerciſe. | 


T is of thy mercy,O Lord,and notofour : 

merites, that it hath pleaſed thee to ſhew * 
thy ſclfevnto the worlde,, cuen from the * 
beginning, andvnto vs now in this laſtand-” 
moſtcorrupt age,yea Lord we further con- ? 
feſſe, that neither Lawnor Goſpel can yoo ; 
fitevs to faluation, except that thou of thy 
meeregrace woorke in vsaboucall power ? 
that is in this our nature. Foralbcit thou © 
teach, weſhallremaine ignorant,albeitthou 
; threaten,weſhal —_ —_ py 
promiſe mercy ce, yet ſhal wee del="i} 
paire and remvinein infidatiry:Valedſe thay! '$ 
+ thoucreateinvsnewhearts; write thy Law i] | 
 intbefane, andſcalcinveremiſſion: 
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TX tines, pm 4 | 
Þ fatherly mercy, by the powerof 2 

F 'Spirite . Totheolde worldihowſy thy 
| peopleby thy'fers 
T vant <3toſes . To all acl by the fearefull 
4 trumperofthy Lawe . To the Citticof Je 
r#ſalem,by thine owne wiſedome,our Lord 
Ieſus Chriſt: And to the multitudealwel of 
lewes as Gentiles , by the preaching of thy 
holy Apoſtles . Butwho gaue obedience? 
4 Who trembled, and conſtantly feared thy 
| botediſpleaſure: Who did rightly acknow- 
2 ledgethe time of their viſitation? Andwho 
{ did, embrace and keepe tothe de; thy fa 
"9 therly promiſes? 

4 . Onelythey, O Lord, to whomedwipl 
1 rite was the inward teacher, whoſe heartes 
# thou openeſt, and from whomthou reno» 
2] ueſt rebellionandintidelitic:, the reſtwere 
*] externally called, but obeyd not; they heard 
i} 25:well mercy offered, as-threatnings pros 
2X nounced; but neither with the one, nor 

F with-the other were mtbep eos 


- _—_ — F 
- 
® % 
: ' y "R 
yy c . 
E 0 a4 | EOS” 


Noah. To Pharao and his 


” condemnation. And therfore we moſt hum 
* blybeſeechthee,Q Father ofmercy,for Te. 
-  fus Chriſtthy fonnes fake, thatas thou haſt | 
cauſed the light of thy woorde clearely to 
ſhine amongſt vs, andas thou haſt plainely : 
inſtructed vs by the externall miniſterie in 

the right way of ſaluation. So itwill pleaſe 
thee inwardly to moue ourdull hearts,&by 
the power of thy holy Spirite, that thon wilt 
write and. ſcale in them that holy feare and 
reuerence which thou craueſt of thy choſen 
children.and that faithfull obedienceto thy 
holy will, together with thefeeling &ſenſe | 
thatour finnes are fully purged, & freely re- 
mitted by thatonly one Sacrifice, whichons | 
ly by it ſelfe is acceptable vntothee, to wit, | 
the obedience,death,and meditation of thy 
onely Sonneour ſoueraigne Lord, only Pas: ] 
ſtour,Mcdiatour,and Hie-prieſt, our Lorde 
- Tefus Chriſt: To whomwith thee,and with. 
.the holyghoſt,beall honorandglory,world þ 

without end. 14A "1 
«| This Confeſſion ended, the Miniſter] 
or Reader ſhall diſtinly readethe27, and] 
| 28. of Denteronomie, whichended, the Mi-' 
|  Aiſterſhalwiſhcucry mantodiſcend ſecrets. 
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ſence, —_ he findeth himkelle guilty * 
| People, ſhall proſtrate themſlucs , andre." 
, 4 mainc in priuate Meditation a reafOnaul we 
| | ſpace,as thequarterofan houre or more. *." -; 

Thereafter ſhall the Miniſter exhorr. ts b 
people to conteſſewith him theirfinnesand "1 
offences,as followeth: | 


pbeoccy and righteous ate thou,O-Lord God 
Father cucrlaſting, holy is thy Lawe,and 
moſt iuftare thy tugements, yea cuen when 
thou doſt puntth in greateſt Covert, wedo | 
confeſſe,as the trueth is, thatwee hauetranſ 
greſſed thy whole Law, and haue offended 
thy godly maicſty,in breakiogand violating 
| Fnery preceptofthe ſame. Andſo moſt tult- 
1y maiſt thou powre forth on vs all plagues 
”_ threatned, and that we find powred 
| forth vponthediſobedientatany time from 
the beginning. 
| - And ſo much therather, O-Lorde, be- 
1 cauſe that ſolongwe haucbincalled,by thy 
holy wordto vntained repentance, & new- 
naſieb like: andycthaue Tram 
- in... 
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our former rebellion.and therfore ttthou * 
Þ wiltenterinto indgement with vs, wee can 
F neithereſcape contuſion inthis life,nor juſt 
| condemnanon in the life to come. Butlord 
| thy mercy is without meaſure,and the truth + 
'S oe thy promiſeabideth foreuer. Vaworthy - 
arewethatthou ſhouldſt looke ypon vs, but 
Lorde, thou haſt promiſed that thou wilt 
ſhew mercy to the moſt grieuous offenders, 
whenſocuer they repent. And further,thou 1 
by the mouth of thy deare Sonne our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt , haſt promiſed that thou wilt , | 
giuethy holy Spirite roſuch as humbly call 1 
vnto thee. In boldnes of the which promiſe, . 
we moſt humbly beſeech thee, O Father of - } 
mercies, that it would pleaſe thy godly mas 
jeſtie, to worke in our ſtubborneheartes, an 
vnfained' ſorrowe for ourformer offences; 
with ſome ſenſe & feeling of thy graceand + 
mercy,together with an earneſt deſire of iu. 
ſticeand righteouſneſſe, in which wee are J 
bound continually to walk.But bicauſe that : 
neither we nor our prayers canſtand before. : 
thee, by reaſon of that imperfeRtion which * 
ſtill remainethin this our-corrupted nature: 
- Weflietothcobcdicnceand perfect juſtice / 
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ofleſis Chuiſt, our = Mediatour, 'in ” 
-whom, and by whome, wecall nor onelit . © 
for remiſſion of our finnes.and; for afſitance | 
3 ofthy holy Spirite, but alſoforall 
1 -thatthygodly wifedomeknowerh tobeex- |. 
pedienafor vs, and forthy Church vniues- 7 
fall. Praying as hee hath taught vs, ſay 

Tf Our Father whichart in yt kh 
W. Name,Oc. 


|  Thisended, the Miniſter ſhall a 
I Text whercon he will ground his Sermon. 

a 2676p 6 (8 
"2 Pilrther ſhall expoundthe digniticand'e- .; 


x 


quitie of Gods Lawe ., Secondly,. the % 
av & Pg chatenſue the con. ® 
tempt thereof, together with the bleſſings 
accotifed to the x ona obſerners of 9 
Thirdly,heſhall teach ChriſtIeſus ro berhe - ©: 
. endand perfectionoftheLawe , who hath 
. perfedtly accompliſhed that which was ins. | 

le for the Lawe.todoe. And ſo ſhall 


> exhort euery mar-to vnfained repent. 
encer0 Rad in Choſe eſſe, aajes 
"ny Dnleas THEE. | 


_ TheSermon ended, the common Tr FR - 


Gs Kt TREATISE 
”” hallbevſed.cha comeined inthe Pſalme 
- hook heas. thereof, beginning thus 
\. GodAlmphty. and heauenly Father, &c. 
be, Which cnc ded, the 5 1, Plalme ſhall be ſung | 
' whole, Ido with the bleſſing, the aſſem- 
$ dlyisrobedunitecd for that cxercile. 
G #5, AF” after Moone. | 
Frer inuocation of Gods name pub- 
®likely by the Miniſter,and ſecretely by 
; y man - dare wrt ſpace.” The M1. | 

take theargument of his Sermon 1 
from | Or. of 119. Pfal. where the 
gent Reader ſhallobſerue the properties 
bs conditions of ſuch, as in whoſe hartes 
- .Godwriteth his law. Orifthat be thought 
ouer hard, then may ye take the text of 10hy. | 
Godislight,-andin him there is nodarknes, 
ifweſay we haue fellowſhip with him, &c. 
Theprayer isreferredvntothe Miniſter, the 
6. Plalme ſhall beſung. | 
- | The bleſſingand exhortation, to callto q 
mind whercfore that cxerciſe is vied, being | 

; ended, the publike exerciſe ſhall be putto | 
| ende for at dale, 


- can-not well: mneete: — == Fe nach 
S therwoSundayes, yetincitiggat Dwnes +. 
- 14 wee thinke they ought to. le, + 7 3 
s howre before noone, and _ nd © 
1} more at after-noone.. mower wg 

noone, to be the howre accuſtomed to the. - 
common prayers. The howreat * 
£ to bee at three of the clocke,orafter. 
'S The exerei jeaf the wholemecke 


| | JE e beginning euerto be with bonfeſſ 4 
on ot our ſinnes, andcalling for Gods | 
_- . Then certaine Plalmes,and certaine | 
iſtories to be diſtinRly read, exhortation; 
tobee conceaued Hero, arid p F.2 
likewiſe, as God ſhall inſtru Ned in 
the Miniſter or Reader. . 


Mo ore noone. 
Pſalm. _ ey IO. 


F Hiſtorie 2,of the Judges. | 8 | A 
| | ifier noone... : os. 
Pſalm. I2. 13. and 17s. os. 1 
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Hiſtorie7. of the Tudges, 
* »  Aﬀeernoone. 

Pſalm. 36. and 4o. 

Hiſtorie 4, of the Iudges., 


Wedneſday before woone, 
Plalm. ___— $$: 
Hiſtorie 19. ofthe Tudges, 
_ Afternoone, 
Pſalm. 44. and 56. 
Hiſtorie 26, of the ludges. 


' ._ » Thurſday beforenoone. 

Pſalm. 49.and 57. 

Hiſtorie 3. and 4. of Eſter, 
Afﬀer noone. 


Pſalm. the 37. 


Hiſtorie the 5,6,and 7. of Efey. 


ry gig n00ne. 
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"OF FASTING. 
Satterday noone. 
Pſalm. 68. and 70. 
HiſtoriEthe 37. of 1fai. 
After noone. 
Pſalm. 74.and 77. 
Hiſtorie 9. and 10. of Eſdras. 


- er drones y of this publike ex- 
ercile 


for this time, betore noone ſhall bee 
vid in all thinges as the former Sonday, 
except that the 26. of Lewiticus may beread 
for the 28. of Deuteronomie, and for- the 
' pray yer ſhallbe vied that whichis to be found. 
in the Pſalmebooke, the 165. page Login 
ning. Eternallandcuerlaſting, &c. 


Sonday at after noone. h 
Pſalm. 78. 
Hiſtorie theg.of Daniell. 
4] -© The exhortation and | | ended, 
Ffor the concluſion ſhal bedi 7 read the 


} 80. Plalme, aaron | 
| uerie matt 10 conſider, to whiat end -the:  *. 


{| whole exerciſe —_ ate <" 
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A 
The Exhortations and Prayers of euerie * 
- ſeuerall exerciſe, wee haue reremitted to be 
gathered by the diſcreete Miniſters,for time 
preſſed vs fo, that we could not frame them 
inſuch order as was conuenient, neither yet 
thought weitſo expedient to penne praicrs 
vnto men, asto teach them with what heart 
and affetion,and forwhat cauſes we ſhould 
ray in this great calamitie, appearing ſhort 
y to oucrwhelme this whole realme,vnleſle 
Godofhis great mercy , aboue mans expe: | 


ation finde the remedy, Before whomeit 
is thatwe haue(and preſently do) proſtrate 
our ſelues, for obtaining of thoſe things, | 
without which the light of his Goſpell can- 
not long continue with vs . And therefore 
yet onceagaine weexhort,and by the pow- 
er committed vntovs by God , charge all 
that profeſſe the Lord Teſus , and thefince- 
ritic ofhis Goſpell, within this Realme,that - 
euenasthey loue the quietnes of their com-., 
mon-wealth, the continuance of Chriſt Te-F 
ſus his holy Goſpell within the ſame, and 
their owne ſaluation, together with the al” 
uation of their poſteriti, that vnfainedly 
\. they proſtrate themlelucs before the throne 


- 


OF FASTING. 


pray with vs. 
Ariſe, O Lord, and let thine enemies be 

confounded . Let them flie from thy -pre- 

ſence, that hate thy godly name. Let the 


Andpreſerue thou by thine owne power, 


| enemies thus triumphto theende : bur let 
' | rhemvnderſtand that againſtthee they doe 
- | Gght . Preferue the Vine which thy right 

| hand hath planted. Ser thy power to the 
power oftharRomane Antichriſt, andlette 
; thegloricof thineannoynted Teſus 
: Chriſt our Lorde ſhine 
: before al nations, 

Sobcit. 


Haſien Lord,and tarry not. 


E cGods maicitic and inbinemetiboſhar - | 


groancs of thy afflicted enter in before thee. 
| ſuchas beappoynted to death. Let northy 
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Fe ls T5 _ =: U4 Fg Sm. 
path AFFREATISE 
Hd prors ar Pars of the eriptares viedby the 
and of Holy-rood-houſe;in the 
iration by the Plague. In the time when 
= rg Tall impierie, as murther, whoredom, 
Gods word', but eſpecially in the eme 
Quee ras ſiriken by Gods hand in : 
o un the time of famine 1.) dearth,and at other 
' ſuchrimesas God gaue ho ;and 
according ro | | 
the "15 gNY 1 
\Fahng of Peſtilence, the 23.0f Numeri, the 34.0f the 
ſecorid booke of Samuel 3. chap. of Ezechiel, the 91.pſalay 
' .vichother ſuch places proper for the ſame. 


F., 


FUS I. 


=> F Intime when impictic abounded. 
i Ezechiel 3. Efay 3s 
-_ Zephaniahr. Jeremie 34. 
Numeri 16 Oſea. - 
Numertz5. Amos 6. | 
Ioſhua7. Obadiah. 
1.Sam.4..and 7. Micheas 2. 
7.Samul.15. Zachary $. 'S 
- 1.Kings 13. Ezra 4. 'Y 
.- 2-Chron.26. Nehemias 9. 31 
2 In timed, famine. FT: 
- Eſay 58. I .Kings 07-18 G h | F 
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- accordingas the correction was la eb 

for cuenas the Lord our Godt 

and ſundry roddes whetewidhbeſs 
# the worlde : but mercifully correcter 
1 ownechildrenfor their profue, ſo hi * 
left diners examples in h Scripture rehow 
Þ his choſen have vicd themſclues vndereue- 
| ric{ort of correction by him fatherly layed: 
;| vpon them,as inthe chaptersbeforeexpre(- 
ſed was firſt noted, to ſtirre man to prevent 
Gods ap by truce and vnfayned re- | 
pentance before the plague came. Sotheſe 
| Chapter now not - ode choſers the : 
Miniſters of Edi bourgh and Haly: 
and others godlythercabour, whckdbes 
| as God did vifit Hs ,25 sabouccxprefſed. 
To teſtifie alſothatthe Church of Godand 
1 ehefaithfull and diſcreere Miniſtersarenot 
{| bound at cuery humiliationto ſtickeferw- 
4 pulouſlyrotheformer, -as noothermay be | 

4 choſen, buras God changedhhiprogdas lo 

J De Sapraten, with ies wer 
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—» nn rag ely, enchegd acy 
3 -/euſtomes , pero +957 ;} yrarmharee— 

/ nies; butas Godviſiteth vs, ſointhat Nx 
 ſeeke wehim, as hee teacherh vs,and giuethF 
vs examplcsin his moſt holy word, accords 
EDI corretion. 
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o\'T hree cauſes of thispublike Faft. 


- Asi in theſe dayes wee do call to him for® 
' mercie for our ynthankfulneſſe, being {o oft: 
anddiuerſe timesdeliuered, and yet his be.” 
nefites ſo ſodainely forgot , inthatthat wee? 
ſceſinne foto aboundeinalleftates, Geds” 
fearefull threatnings not feared, but the pro- | 
nouncersthereot mocked and diſdained by : 
the moſtparte oftheworld. Secondly, the 
great hunger,famine, and oppreſſion of th 
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-notthe famine; whoſ 


pt Gods iudocmentsÞ 
"ance. Thirdlyand <h Saban 
I ſclucs, and allypon ooo 
-] and ddliveranceof ouraMicied b 
= Framce, Flanders, candorther' 

though the plague and- cruell Frog 
Trent is begunneat Suſan, orrather'in: | 
Sodome in Paristhat {laughter-houſe.of Sa | : | 
thani, by thoſe forſworne and cruell mur.- 
therers , yet their minde is no lefle cruel. Us 
ly bent towardes vs : forif they hadnotpk _ 
tie todrincke their owne blouds, andtoieg- 
the ſame runne in the ſtreetes with Ma- 


 naſſes, muchleſſexyillthey bemooued with © 
| compaſſion whenas they ſhall onelic heare = 
F cruelty viedagainſtſtraungers , exceptthat_ 
e:} God drowne Pharaoh, c eand ſlay Sex- . | 
$4 nacherib, confoundand beatedowne with | | 
, _—_ Herode, which muſt be thro 41 _ 2 
[4 prayers of the Saints of GOD, h +4 
# * vnder his mightie hand; - Tits ni - $8. 

4 manyfolde e cauſes, # as fign n 5 
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